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This transcription covers the Dulles ATCT North Departure position for the period from September 11, 2001, 1215 UTC, to September 11, 2001, 1230 UTC.

Agencies Making Transmissions



Abbreviations
American Airlines, American 77


AAL77

Dulles ATCT, North Departure



ND

Dulles ATCT, North Departure



NDL

(being relieved)

Dulles ATCT, North Departure



NDR

(relieving)

Dulles ATCT, North Departure

(trainer)







NDT

Dulles ATCT, West Arrival



WA

Dulles ATCT, North High




NH

Potomac Air, District 4948



PDC4948

U S Air 2733







USA2733

Gulfstream N436QS





N6QS

Washington National ATCT, Approach 

DCA

Cessna Citation N86CW




N6CW

Federal Express Corporation,Fedex 3212
FDX3212

Cessna Centurian N6579X




N79X

Cessna Skylane N642WR




N2WR

Beechcraft Bonanza, Lifeguard, LN7709R
LN09R

Dassault Falcon N70XC




N0XC

I hereby certify that the following is a true transcription of the recorded conversations pertaining to the subject aircraft accident involving AAL77:

Maureen A. Zwirble

Support Specialist

Dulles ATCT

1215

1215:04
ND

uniform

1215:05
WA

north departure west arrival point out

1215:06
ND

go ahead

1215:07
WA

ah west of martinsburg about ah fifteen miles is





lifeguard seven seven lima victor he’s going 





direct d c a at seven thousand feet your 





approval

1215:15
ND

where is he

1215:16
WA

ah about ah fifteen miles west of martinsburg

1215:23
ND

okay where’s he going down to seven

1215:24
WA

seven he’s seven thousand feet going direct d c 





a lifeguard

1215:27
ND

that’s approved

1215:28
WA

m  m

1215:28
ND

r h

1215:36
WA

district forty nine forty eight traffic’s your





one to two o clock and seven miles southbound 





boeing seven thirty seven out of eight thousand





for niner thousand report em in sight

1215:44
PDC4849
okay we’re looking for the traffic district





forty eight forty nine

1215:48
ND

u s air twenty seven thirty three traffic’s your





eleven to ten o clock and seven miles westbound





dash eight out of nine thousand for ten thousand





report em in sight

1215:57
USA2733
alright we’re looking u s air twenty seven 





thirty three

1215:59
ND

gulfstream six quebec sierra dulles departure





radar contact climb and maintain one zero





thousand

1216

1216:04
N6QS

cleared up to one zero ten thousand four three





six quebec sierra

1216:07
ND

go ahead fluky you calling

1216:08
PDC4948
and dulles district forty nine forty eight has





traffic in sight

1216:11
ND

district forty nine forty eight roger

1216:15
USA2733
i must have blocked ya twenty seven thirty 





three has the traffic in sight

1216:18
ND

u s air twenty seven thirty three roger maintain





visual separation with the dash eight expect





higher altitude in about two miles

1216:23
DCA

dulles sixty two five u s is radar with the





center three five four

1216:24
USA2733
okay

1216:26
NH

thanks a lot q z


1216:29
ND

district forty nine forty eight the boeing





seven thirty seven will be climbing through





your altitude maintain visual separation with





that traffic

1216:33
PDC4948
ah roger we have traffic in sight district





forty nine forty eight visual separation

1216:37
ND

u s air twenty seven thirty three climb and 





maintain one zero thousand ten thousand

1216:44
USA2733
ten thousand ah u s air twenty seven thirty 





three

1216:47
ND

u s air twenty seven thirty three additional





traffic is at your twelve o clock one zero





miles westbound a cherokee correction make that 





a malibu at one zero at eh ten thousand five 





hundrend v f r

1216:56
USA2733
okay we’ll look for that one too u s air





twenty seven thirty three

1216:58
ND

u s air twenty seven thirty three contact 





washington one two one point zero correction ah 





twenty one oh five six

1217

1217:03
USA2733
twenty one zero five for u s air twenty seven





thirty three just verify one zero ten thousand

1217:09
ND

that’s correct maam ten thousand

1217:11
USA2733
thanks sir so long

1217:12
ND

district forty nine forty eight cleared direct





casanova climb and maintain one six thousand

1217:16
PDC4948
one six thousand direct to casanonova district





forty nine forty eight

1217:20
ND

citation six charlie whiskey turn right





heading one two zero

1217:22
N6CW

right one two zero six charlie whiskey

1217:24
ND

gulfstream six quebec sierra turn right 





heading zero four zero

1217:27
N6QS

right to zero four zero six quebec sierra

1217:31
FDX3212
hello departure fedex thirty two twelve heavy





we’re out of two thousand feet

1217:34
ND

fedex thirty two twelve heavy dulles departure





radar contact climb and maintain five thousand

1217:39
FDX3212
up to five thousand fedex thirty two twelve





heavy

1217:50
ND

oh and i’m sorry fedex thirty two twelve 





maintain four thousand on your altitude sir

1217:54
FDX3212
okay four thousand fedex thirty two twelve heavy

1218

1218:09
ND

fedex thirty two twelve heavy turn left





heading two two zero

1218:12
FDX3212
left to two two zero fedex thirty two twelve





heavy

1218:15
ND

citation six charlie whiskey contact washington





approach one two five point six five

1218:20
N6CW

two five six five six charlie whiskey

1218:39
N79X

hello dulles centurian six five seven nine xray





with  you on one two five zero five

1218:46
ND

centurian six five seven nine xray dulles 





approach roger

1218:57
ND

fedex thirty two twelve heavy climb and maintain





one one thousand eleven thousand

1219

1219:01
FDX3212
up to one one thousand eleven thousand fedex





thirty two twelve heavy

1219:07
ND

gulfstream six quebec sierra turn right heading





zero niner zero

1219:10
N6QS

right to zero nine zero six quebec sierra

1219:22
ND

oow okay

1219:24
NDT

or you can just point out and hand him off or 





just hand him off

1219:27
WA

north departure west arrival point out

1219:27
ND

gonna have to

1219:29
ND

go ahead

1219:30
WA 

three miles northeast of doccs november one





one tango sierra direct to manassas going





down to five thousand

1219:36
ND

okay no problem i’m sorry go ahead west





arrival go ahead

1219:39
WA

kay say again

1219:40
ND

yeah i missed what you said

1219:42
WA

okay i’m sorry about that four miles northeast 





of ah doccs is november one one tango sierra  





citation going to manassas for the visual 





approach out of nine point two going to be 





descending to five going to hit your corner down 





there

1219:54
ND

okay one tango sierra point out approved

1219:56
WA

thank you m m

1219:57
ND

district forty nine forty eight contact 





washington center one three five point four

1220

1220:02
PDC4948
one three five point four district forty nine





forty eight good morning

1220:06
N6QS

is that for six quebec sierra

1220:07
ND

negative

1220:08
ND

gulfstream six quebec sierra turn right heading





one two zero

1220:11
N6QS

right to one two zero six quebec sierra

1220:13
ND

fedex thirty two twelve heavy uh cleared direct





linden

1220:17
FDX3212
direct linden fedex thirty two twelve heavy

1220:34
ND

gulfstream

1220:35
AAL77
is with you passing one decimal one for three

1220:37
ND

gulfstream six quebec sierra contact washington





one two five point six five

1220:41
N6QS

twenty five sixty five six quebec sierra good





day

1220:43
ND

american seventy seven dulles departure radar 





contact climb and maintain five thousand

1220:47
AAL77
five thousand american seventy seven

1220:57
ND

november six four two romeo whiskey dulles

1221

1221:07
ND

fedex thirty two twelve heavy contact dulles





approach one one eight point six seven

1221:12
FDX3212
eighteen sixtyseven fedex thirty two twelve





so long

1221:14
ND

thank you

1221:24
ND

cessna seven nine xray climb and maintain six





thousand

1221:29
N79X

seven nine xray out of five for six

1221:36
ND

west arrival south departure point out 

1221:37
WA

go ahead

1221:38
ND

over casanova november seven niner xray he’s





going to join victor eh one twenty eight at





six thousand feet

1221:39
N2WR

dulles approach skylane six four two whiskey




romeo with you at four thousand

1221:45
WA

alright seven nine xray point out approved

1221:46
ND

r h

1221:49
ND

last calling say again

1221:51
N2WR

six four two whiskey romeo with you at four





thousand

1221:53
ND

november six four two whiskey romeo dulles





approach roger dulles altimeter three zero





two two and ah just report the the leesburg





airport in sight sir

1222

1222:03
N2WR

zero two two and ah report leesburg two





whiskey romeo

1222:05
ND

american seventy seven climb and maintain one 





one thousand eleven thousand

1222:08
AAL77
up to one one thousand american seventy seven

1222:41
ND

lifeguard november zero niner romeo contact





dulles approach on one two six point one

1222:46
N09R

twenty six point one zero nine romeo so long

1222:59


(unintelligible)

1223:00
N2WR

skylane two whiskey romeo has leesburg in sight

1223:03
ND

november two whiskey romeo roger cleared visual





approach to leesburg and ah um traffic in the 





pattern sir report cancelling i f r this 





frequency or on the ground with leesburg r t r

1223:13
N2WR

okay i can go and cancel now if that helps

1223:15
ND

roger november two romeo whiskey squawk one two





zero zero radar service terminated frequency





change approved

1223:20
N2WR

one two zero zero two whiskey romeo good day

1223:23
ND

american seventy seven (whistling sound) 





cleared direct linden contact dulles one one 





eight point six seven

1223:28
AAL77
direct linden eighteen sixty seven american 





ah seventy seven good day

1223:28
NDL

okay okay okay 

1223:34
NDR

got the board there already

1223:36
NDL

alright we got normal frequencies all the way 





around nothins hot at this time ah traffic where 

is this where where is this guy one twenty eight where the hell is that okay okay

1223:47


(beeping sound)

1223:55
NDL

okay alright point outs at this time you got 





seven lima victor direct d c a seven thousand 





november zero niner romeo is at five he’s





already talking to north north sees the traffic





they’re going to climb or do whatever they 





have to do american seventy seven is direct





linden climbing to eleven switched and gone





one tango sierra is a point out to manassas 





seven nine xray’s been pointed out to west he’s 





at six thousand on victor going to join victor 





one twenty eight and other than that that’s all 





you have

1224

1224:23
NDR

i got it

1224:24
NDL

okay

1224:25
NDR

b g

1224:26
NDL

two romeo whiskey is gone

1225

1225:05
ND

november six five seven nine xray contact





washington center one two three point two

1225:10
N79X

one two three point two thank you

1226

1226:12
N0XC

falcon seven zero xray charlie out of twelve





hundred good morning

1226:16
ND

falcon seven zero xray charlie dulles departure





climb and maintain six thousand

1226:20
N0XC

six thousand seven zero xray charlie

1226:38
ND

seven zero xray charlie turn right heading zero





one zero

1226:41
N0XC

zero one zero seven zero xray charlie

1227

1227:13
N79X

hello washington this is centurian six five 





seven nine xray will you give me that frequency 





again please

1227:19
ND

centurian six five seven nine xray its one three





three point two thirty three two

1227:24
N79X

thirty three two seven nine xray thank you

1227:30
ND

november seven zero xray charlie traffic is in





your twelve o clock three miles southeast bound





seven thousand a navajo

1227:36
N0XC

we got em on the fish finder

1227:44
ND

november seven zero xray charlie turn right 





heading zero three zero

1227:47
N0XC

zero three zero seven zero xray charlie

1228

1228:13
ND

seven zero xray charlie traffic no factor climb





and maintain one zero thousand

1228:17
N0XC

one zero thousand seven zero xray charlie

1229

1229:02
ND

falcon seven zero xray charlie turn right





heading zero niner zero

1229:
N0XC

zero nine zero seven zero xray charlie

1230
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